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This publication is a collection of key information 
on the structure of farms in the EU, including farm 
labour, presented through attractive and intuitive 
infographics.

The EU agricultural census is carried out every 
10 years in all 27 EU countries and some EFTA 
countries. It provides information on a wide 
range of topics on the farming sector and gives a 
snapshot of European farms. It is the only source 
that provides statistical information at the most 
detailed geographical level on the European 
farming sector as a whole.

The EU agricultural census 2020 collected 
approximately 300 variables, covering general 
characteristics of farms and farmers, land, 
livestock, farm labour, and several other 
topics. Within each of these broad aspects, a 
considerable amount of data is available, including 
the size of farms, the number of people working 
on farms, their age and gender, and the training 
level of farm managers.

For further details about the characteristics 
highlighted, click on the bees below the 
infographics. In addition, you can find more 
detailed information about the agricultural census 
on the Eurostat website. 

Introduction
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/agriculture/information-data/agricultural-census


Farms by size
(EU, 2020)

Source: Eurostat (online data code: ef_m_farmleg).

Note: UAA is the utilised agricultural area of the 
farm, including arable land, permanent crops, 
permanent grassland and kitchen gardens.

A look at European farms - agricultural census results 4 Click on the bee for 
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Farms_and_farmland_in_the_European_Union_-_statistics
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/9673f478-6a18-43d6-9d18-4b608d437284?lang=en
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Farms in EU countries
(% share of total, EU countries, 2020)

Source: Eurostat (online data code: ef_m_farmleg).
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/5214914a-8969-4456-ad18-9b4823fe1513?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Farms_and_farmland_in_the_European_Union_-_statistics


Farm managers
(% share of total, EU, 2020)

Source: Eurostat  
(online data code:  
ef_m_farmang).

Note: A farm manager is 
the person responsible 
for running the normal 
daily financial and 
production routines of 
an agricultural holding.
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/46c345e0-81a0-463a-b9d0-eb32a1ae1c95?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Glossary:Agricultural_holding
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Farmers_and_the_agricultural_labour_force_-_statistics
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Farms and farmland by farm size
 (% share of total, EU, 2020)

Source: Eurostat (online data code: ef_m_farmleg).

Note: Due to rounding, the shares for farmland do 
not add to 100%.
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/ef_m_farmleg__custom_13833699/bookmark/table?lang=en&bookmarkId=ce9d15d4-a179-43bc-af69-37d72938ed8c
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Farms_and_farmland_in_the_European_Union_-_statistics


Small farms in EU countries
(% share of farms and farmland, EU countries, 2020)

Source: Eurostat (online data code: ef_m_farmleg).Note: Small farms have less than 5 hectares of UAA.
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/ef_m_farmleg__custom_13833984/bookmark/table?lang=en&bookmarkId=80392896-318a-4dbb-8d94-c476698f9d08
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Farms_and_farmland_in_the_European_Union_-_statistics


Use of farmland
(% share of UAA, EU, 2020)

Source: Eurostat (online data code: ef_lus_main)
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/3bceb548-77ea-44c8-98ec-ec1c658e64b5?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Agri-environmental_indicator_-_cropping_patterns


Use of farmland in EU countries
(% share of UAA, EU countries, 2020)

Source: Eurostat (online data code: ef_lus_main).

Note: The pie charts are ranked from left to right 
on the share of arable land in UAA of the country.
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more information

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/a98380af-1c42-4161-adc7-447496185467?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Agri-environmental_indicator_-_cropping_patterns


Farms producing food mainly for own use
(% share of all farms, EU, 2020)

Source: Eurostat (online data code: ef_m_farmleg).Note: Farms with standard output below 2 000 €.
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more information

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/88c7b0cb-b9d9-4508-a65b-5a3c589784ec?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Glossary:Standard_output_(SO)
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Agriculture_statistics_-_family_farming_in_the_EU
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(% share of UAA owned by farm holder, EU countries, 2020)
Farm tenure in EU countries

Source: Eurostat (online data code: ef_mp_tenure).
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more information

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/98c156ae-82c3-4a17-be30-090e3bb13874?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Farm_tenure
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(rounded, EU, 2020)

Farm specialisations

Source: Eurostat (online data code: ef_lus_main).

Note: Farms are classified into different types 
according to their dominant activity.
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more information

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/f2ee660f-9b2d-4d6a-ba69-272a0dc9c224?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Glossary:Farm_typology
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Agri-environmental_indicator_-_specialisation


A look at European farms - agricultural census results 18



(livestock units per hectare, EU regions, 2020)

Livestock density in EU regions

Note: A livestock unit (LSU) is a reference unit to 
facilitate comparison of livestock concentration. Source: Eurostat (online data code: ef_lsk_main)
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more information

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Glossary:Livestock_unit_(LSU)
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/d7151ac4-71ea-4e4f-bc56-9c254b92082e?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Agri-environmental_indicator_-_livestock_patterns


(% change in livestock units per hectare, EU countries, 2010 - 2020)

Changes in livestock density in EU countries

Source: Eurostat (online data code: ef_lus_main)Note: ranked by rate of change in livestock density.
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more information

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/ef_lus_main__custom_13842860/bookmark/table?lang=en&bookmarkId=a4ee7731-ac48-4368-8d1c-fa16ef3689e4
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Agri-environmental_indicator_-_livestock_patterns


Farm labour
(EU, 2020)

Source: Eurostat (online data code: ef_lf_leg)
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/5be8f94b-3f7c-4981-9c56-34fa00acd306?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Farmers_and_the_agricultural_labour_force_-_statistics
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Farm labour in EU countries
(% share of farm labour, EU countries, 2020)

Source: Eurostat (online data code: ef_lf_leg)Note: ranked on protocol order.
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/7938b84a-487b-446b-bff7-e95731530ff8?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Farmers_and_the_agricultural_labour_force_-_statistics


(%, EU, 2020) 
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Age and sex of farm managers

Source: Eurostat (online data code: ef_m_farmang)
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/f192e3ec-5f05-4ede-8633-260f376a5aeb?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Farmers_and_the_agricultural_labour_force_-_statistics
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Young farm managers in EU countries
(% share of managers under 35 in all farm managers, EU countries, 2020)

Source: Eurostat (online data code: ef_m_farmang)
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/c55f128b-7363-440b-bb7a-d5c50db7f121?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Farmers_and_the_agricultural_labour_force_-_statistics
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(% share of all farm managers, EU countries, 2020)

Farm managers in EU countries with 
full agricultural training

Source: Eurostat (online data code: ef_mp_training)
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/7d6761cb-baff-4a5a-8033-57109ede6eda?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Agriculture_statistics_at_regional_level#Farm_managers_and_the_agricultural_labour_force
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GETTING IN TOUCH WITH THE EU

In person
All over the European Union there are hundreds of Europe Direct centres. You can find the address of 
the centre nearest you online (european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/meet-us_en).

On the phone or in writing
Europe Direct is a service that answers your questions about the European Union. You can contact this service: 

— by freephone: 00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11 (certain operators may charge for these calls), 

— at the following standard number: +32 22999696, 

— via the following form: european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/write-us_en.

FINDING INFORMATION ABOUT THE EU

Online
Information about the European Union in all the official languages of the EU is available on the Europa 
website (european-union.europa.eu).

EU publications
You can view or order EU publications at op.europa.eu/en/publications. Multiple copies of free 
publications can be obtained by contacting Europe Direct or your local documentation centre 
(european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/meet-us_en).

EU law and related documents
For access to legal information from the EU, including all EU law since 1951 in all the official language 
versions, go to EUR-Lex (eur-lex.europa.eu).

EU open data
The portal data.europa.eu provides access to open datasets from the EU institutions, bodies and 
agencies. These can be downloaded and reused for free, for both commercial and non-commercial 
purposes. The portal also provides access to a wealth of datasets from European countries.

https://european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/meet-us_en
https://european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/write-us_en
https://european-union.europa.eu/index_en
https://op.europa.eu/en/web/general-publications/publications
http://european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/meet-us_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/
https://data.europa.eu/en


A LOOK AT EUROPEAN FARMS

AGRICULTURAL CENSUS RESULTS

A look at European farms – agricultural census results is a collection of key 
indicators from the agricultural census carried out in 2020. It presents 
information on the structure of farms in the EU, including farm labour.

The EU agricultural census is carried out every 10 years in all 27 EU countries 
and some EFTA countries. It provides information on a wide range of 
topics on the farming sector and gives a snapshot of European farms. It is 
the only source that provides statistical information at the most detailed 
geographical level on the European farming sector as a whole. 

For more information
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/
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